
     Navigate                 Serve           Engage            Worship 

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, March 27, 2016 

 

Sunday Coffee and Donut Fellowship  Join us in the Gathering Area between services 

In preparation for Easter I have been reading a book entitled When Breath Becomes Air.  The author 

was a brain surgeon and wrote the book after being diagnosed with cancer and who ultimately died.   

I came to read this book because it was given to me by a friend and she had read it in her book club.  

When she gave the book to me she simply said, “I want you to have this.”  I fully admit that I didn’t 

want to read the book.  As a pastor, I deal with death more than I would like, and reading a book 

about it did not seem that inspiring.  As I remember, I said something like that to my friend when she 

offered me the book and she told me that this book is not about death; it is about life.  In truth, it is 

about both because that is how we measure the two.   

Today is about life—the resurrection life of Jesus Christ—and that life only makes sense because of 

Jesus’ death.  Our celebration of Easter in worship today reminds us that while our lives are finite, 

God’s love is infinite.  Jesus lived a life that was not exempt from death.  Rather, he died so that the 

power of God’s love might be demonstrated and might be given to all of God’s creation.  Yes, there is 

a moment when our breath becomes air and there is a moment when the breath of God is breathed 

into us again.  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen, indeed!   

 

Thank you so much for worshipping with us at Central UMC today and may the grace of God take root 

deeply in your life.   

Central UMC Governance Team The Governance Team is charged with leading the congregation and 

serving as the primary decision making body for the church with oversight of all matters related to the 

church.  Here’s our next featured member! Go to CentralToLife.org to see the full list of the team. 

Maurice Ikle’, Chairperson 

I am honored to be selected to serve as Chairperson for the Board of Trustees 

in 2016. For those of you who do not know me, I am a life-long resident of 

Albuquerque and a long-time member of Central. I am also the proud father of 

one daughter, Jennifer, who is a doctor at Washington University/St. Louis 

Children’s Hospital. I am a graduate of Albuquerque Academy and the UNM 

School of Architecture & Planning and have been involved in commercial real 

estate brokerage, development, and property management for many years.      

I usually attend the early Sunday worship service. I am also a member of  Partnership class, a regular 

participant at the Monday night Bible study, and serve as an overnight host for Family Promise. 

One of the major responsibilities of the Trustees is to ensure that the buildings and grounds are well 

maintained and I look forward  to working with fellow board members and staff to provide a clean, safe 

and welcoming environment for members and guests alike. It is also my sincere hope that we are 

responsive to the overall needs of the church community. I believe open communication is a key 

component and your comments and concerns are important to us. Please feel free to contact me or any of 

the other Trustees in order that we might serve you better.  C
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http://www.centraltolife.org/


Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Jesus Valdez at jesusvaldez@centraltolife.org. 

201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

   Rev. Kelly Brooks, Associate Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

 

Jerri Foster, Director of Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Scott Zila, Director of Operations 

Michele Humes, Office Administrator  

Jesus Valdez, Media Coordinator 

Sermon Series - “Through The Lens of Easter” 

Worship 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center  

 Community of Hope 1:00pm, Worship and a meal 

Youth Ministries (Students 6th grade to 12th grade). 

Questions? Contact Pastor Kelly at the church office or 

kellyb@centraltolife.org; or  Kathy Gough at 

knsgough@gmail.com or (505) 401-4541.  

Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am 

Youth Group:   

Friday April 1st NO youth group as it is APS Spring Break 

April 8th youth group is back at the church 7-9pm 

Central United Methodist Women Meetings 

Wings of Wonder, Saturday, April 30, 11am 

Luncheon & Silent Auction with Debbie Harrington 

For Tickets and information, please contact Carol Glover at 554-3516 

Vacation Bible School  

The dates for VBS are set!! This year VBS will be taking place on 

June 25th (all day) and the 26th  

(singing in services and pool party following services)! 

Now that we have dates, we need volunteers. We need 

volunteers for: Decorations, Crafts, Story Telling, Snacks, Games, 

and group leaders.  We will be having a volunteer meeting on 

April 10th, 12:30pm in the conference room. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Kelly Brooks.   

         This year Saranam is honored to be selected as one of 

the recipients of proceeds from the Annual Governor's 

Charity Ball to Benefit New Mexico's Children, hosted by the 

Rotary Club of Albuquerque Del Sol.  "A Night With the Stars" 

will be held on April 9th.   

If you would like more information,  

please contact Sue Rzendzian at 299-6154 x 104. 

 Attention all high school and college graduates.  

Please let Kathy Gough know by April 1st if you would like to be 

included in our end of year celebration and recognition.  We 

want to make sure that we include everyone that would like to 

participate.   

You can email knsgough@gmail.com or call 505-401-4541. 

Save The Date: Plant Sale 

The youth will be having their annual flower/plant sale on  

May 8th which is Mother’s Day.  Plan on getting your mom a pot 

of flowers or some garden items for this special day. 

Central United Methodist Church will be closed on March 28th! 

Easter Flowers 

Today is Easter!  Remember, if you have committed to, or are 

inclined to deliver flowers to those in our homebound 

membership please go to the Bride’s Room in the back of the 

Church.  The flowers are all labeled with names, addresses, and 

a card from the Little Sunbeams! 

10th Annual Family Promise Sweet Jazz Benefit Concert 

Tickets now on sale for the Sweet Jazz 10th Annual Benefit 

Concert, Silent Auction and Dessert Buffet held at Sandia 

Presbyterian Church Sunday April 3rd at 7 pm.  You could bid on 

a cruise!  Tickets on sale at the door as well!  Contact Reverend 

Janet Norden for ticket and other information at 239.3541. 
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